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Sophia Cassam

From: Gary & Nicki Ottinger <ottingerfamily@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2022 12:51 PM
To: Comp Plan Update
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update
Attachments: Attachment A.pdf; Attachment B 20070723 Letter to Buck.pdf; Attachment C 20071003 

Paula to Buck.pdf

[You don't often get email from ottingerfamily@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at 
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
My name is Nicholene Sundstrom Ottinger and my address is 1483 Lampard Road.  I am submitting my comments to the 
Planning Commissioners regarding Steve Buck's request to place his four parcels on Lampard Road into the UGA, and 
eventually to be annexed to the Town of Friday Harbor to build a housing development.  My property borders Mr. Buck's 
to the west and is zoned for agricultural use. 
 
•    I am very concerned about additional water runoff with the development of Mr. Buck’s property if it is included in 
the UGA and brought into the Town of Friday Harbor.  The development would include the installation of roads, 
sidewalks, tennis courts, etc., creating a lot of impermeable areas.  My property is downhill from Mr. Buck’s and I 
already get his runoff; however, since it is currently in a natural state so the ground can absorb some of it as it comes 
towards my property, it is less than what it would be with a development.  Furthermore, I have not been impressed with 
how the County handles runoff.  In two locations along Lampard Road the County has installed culverts from north to 
south under the road which direct runoff from the north to flow onto and across my property.  I have tried to talk to the 
County about this but they do not appear to be interested in properly directing the runoff so it will not drain onto my 
fields.  I am already receiving enough of everyone else’s runoff for one property owner.  I am afraid I will get the same 
treatment from Mr. Buck and the County should his property be annexed and developed into home sites creating more 
water flowing my way. 
 
•    I already mentioned above my concern about additional runoff.  In reading the SEPA Environmental Checklist of Mr. 
Buck’s original application request under B. Environmental Elements, 3. Water, c. Water runoff (including storm water), I 
was shocked to see his solution was to direct his water runoff for his development onto my property!  His reply to the 
question to describe the source of runoff, method of collection and disposal, and where this water would flow is 
definitely not acceptable.  Please see my Attachment A.  His response:  “Storm water currently flows in primarily two 
areas from this property onto the property to the west, which includes a low spot in the middle that flows onto the 
Sundstrom farmland and where the irrigation pond is in the northwestern corner. If need be, a storm water system 
could be designed so that the vast majority of runoff goes to the irrigation pond in the northwestern corner and then 
that water would flow just as it does now during the winter so there should be no additional impact.”  Consequently, my 
property would be taking all of Mr. Buck’s runoff since I own the property to his west and the pond.  The overflow from 
my pond goes across my field below into Paula Sundstrom’s pond, and then down to the marsh below, and I believe 
towards San Juan Valley after that. Adding the runoff from his development to the current amount of runoff would 
definitely increase the volume and could possibly affect others down the line.  I do not believe this is legal.  Since the 
passing of my father, the pond has not been used for irrigation so the water level is not drawn down by irrigating during 
the summer, but is used for the watering of livestock and wild life so more water would be flowing to the south. 
 
•    I am also concerned about runoff from a development polluting my pond and the waters beyond.  Many times in 
neighborhoods oil leaks from vehicles and other pollutants get into the storm drain system.  If my property/pond is the 
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“storm drain,” it could end up being polluted and the water not good for the livestock or wildlife.  I would think there 
should be an environmental impact study completed prior to the approval of Mr. Buck's development because other 
properties will be impacted. 
 
•    From past experience, Mr. Buck is very slow to act upon a water issue coming from his property.  In case you are not 
aware, I inherited the property in 2015 after the passing of my father, Al Sundstrom.  Attached is a letter from my 
father’s attorney to Mr. Buck dated July 23, 2007, as well as a letter dated October 3, 2007, written by Paula Sundstrom 
on behalf of our father.  Please see Attachments B and C.  He had already discussed this matter with Mr. Buck trying to 
get him to fix his leaking pond before finally resorting to an attorney for help.  I do not recall the exact date Mr. Buck’s 
pond became a problem but it was obviously prior to 2007.  A section of our field could not be farmed during that 10 
year period because it was too wet and farm  equipment got stuck in that area, thus requiring repairing ruts in the field.  
It wasn’t until August 1, 2016 that Mr. Buck finally had a pond liner installed to stop his pond from leaking.  Obviously, 
the problem was not resolved in a timely manner.  Mr. Buck did not appear to be concerned about the impact this 
caused to my father, the property, or the ability to farm it.  If Mr. Buck allows runoff to go to my middle field where 
there is a low spot (which he mentions in Attachment A), you can see from our past experience we may not be able to 
farm the field because equipment will get stuck. 
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