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Dear San Juan County Council Members, Planning Commissioners, and County staff,

Please find attached a comment letter from Friends of the San Juans on the recently released climate goals and policies
for Element 2, Land Use and Rural, in the Comp Plan update. We are pleased to have this chance to help strengthen the
County's response to climate change. Thank you for considering these suggestions, and please reach out to me with any
questions or if this document fails to transmit faithfully.

Respectfully,

Brent
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To:
From:
Date:
Subject: Comments on proposed Climate Change Goals and Policies for Element 2, Land Use and
Rural

Friends San Juans

360.378.2319 P.0.Box 1344
WWW.SANJUANS.OTY Friday Harbor, WA 98250

San Juan County Council, Planning Commissioners, and staff
R. Brent Lyles, Executive Director
15 March 2021

Submitted via email to compplancomments@sanjuanco.com and council@sanjuanco.com

Dear San Juan County Council, Planning Commissioners, and staff,

| am writing today with comments on the proposed climate-related Goals and Policies for Element 2,
Land Use and Rural. First, | would like to commend staff on the excellent job of creating this draft; it is
thoughtful and inspiring.

Given the community’s interest in the County taking strong action on climate, | hope that the following
suggestions will be helpful:

1.

Goal 1, Policy 1 (page 2, line 8): The County need not reinvent the wheel. Edit the policy so that
it reads as follows:

Commit resources for a climate change impact study, relying both on existing resources and
reports and on new research as needed, that assesses...

Goal 1, Policy 1 (page 2, line 8): The economic impacts of climate change can also be included
here. Add “and land-dependent industries” so that it reads as follows:
...that assesses lands and land-dependent industries susceptible to climate impacts...

Goal 1, Policy 1a (page 2, line 11): Add “existing and future” so that it reads as follows:
Make existing and future development in these areas more resilient;

Goal 1, Policy 1d (page 2, line 17): Adaptation is just as important as mitigation, if not more so.
Add “adaptation and” so that it reads as follows:
Develop a climate adaptation and mitigation plan.

Goal 1, Policy 2a (page 2, line 22): Add “adaptation and” so that it reads as follows:
...to increase climate adaptation and mitigation and cultivate...

Goal 1, Policy 2c (page 2, line 34): Add a fourth sub-policy that reads:
iv. Average temperatures that increase over time

Goal 2, Policy 10 (page 3, line 22): Energy efficiency should be a requirement. Add “as a
requirement” so that it reads:
...publicly funded developments as a requirement.
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8. As written, Goal 3 is a fact, not a goal statement (page 2, lines 28-29). Revise it to read as
follows:
Maintain and enhance both natural systems and nature-based systems in the built environment
that provide valuable services for climate mitigation, adaptation, and resilience.

9. Goal 3, Policy 15 (page 3, lines 39-40): If the County is to take climate seriously, this policy
should go beyond forest stewardship, should be worded more strongly, and should include
additional climate benefits. Edit the policy so that it reads as follows:

Promote and offer strong incentives for stewardship activities on forested lands, shorelines,
wetlands, and agricultural lands that result in increased carbon sequestration, increased
aquifer recharge, reduced wildfire risks, and reduced erosion.

10. Goal 3, Policy 16 (page 3, lines 39-40): Edit the first sentence of the policy so that it reads as
follows:
Maintain and enhance ecosystem services that mitigate the effects of climate change,
particularly on natural landscapes and designated Agricultural and Forest Resource Lands.

Thank you for giving these suggestions due consideration. Moving forward, it will be important to
establish time horizons for the County’s actions on climate — we look forward to working with the
County to address climate impacts in the San Juan Islands and the Salish Sea.
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