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MEMO 
REPORT DATE: February 16, 2021 

TO: San Juan County Council 

CC: Mike Thomas, County Manager 
Erika Shook, AICP, DCD Director 

FROM: Adam Zack, Planner III 

SUBJECT: 2036 Comprehensive Plan Update 
Section A. Introduction 
Vision Statement 

BRIEFING: February 22, 2021 

ATTACHMENT: A. December 18, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
B. Resolution 27-2018
C. Public Comments on the Vision Statement received between August 2020

and January 28, 2021

Purpose 

To discuss and get County Council direction on the Comprehensive Plan Vision in response to a Planning 
Commission request for direction. 

Public Comments 

Please send all public comments to compplancomments@sanjuanco.com.  Do not copy the County Council, 
Planning Commission members, or County Staff.  Written public comments received by February 19, 2021, 
will be provided to the County Council.  Comments should refer to the issue related to the comment.  Please 
focus public comments on the issues and options contemplated in this report.   

Background and Planning Commission Request for Direction

The Vision statement is established in the Comprehensive Plan (Plan) Introduction.  It provides a high-level 
picture of where the community wants the Plan to guide the County through the planning period.  In general 
terms it describes what the realization of the Plan ought to look like.  The San Juan County Vision is unique 
in that it is divided into topic-specific sections that describe the community’s vision for individual subjects. 
The length of the San Juan County Vision is another distinctive feature of the vision.  While many 
comprehensive plans dedicate a few sentences to the vision, San Juan County has dedicated over two pages 
to describing where the Plan ought to guide the County through 2036.  The current vision is included with 
Resolution 27-2018 in Attachment B. 
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The vision was initially adopted with the County’s Growth Management Act (GMA) Comprehensive Plan in 
1998.  It was the product of an extensive public process that spanned months and included citizen advisory 
committees and numerous comments.  Due to the extensive public process, the vision appears to be a rare 
point of consensus in the initial adoption of the Plan.  The strength of the originally adopted vision was 
apparent nearly 20 years later, when the County began considering possible amendments to the Vision.  An 
update to the vision was ultimately adopted in 2018 by Resolution 27-2018 (Attachment B).  The 2018 update 
process is summarized below. 
 
In August 2020, a citizens group called Community Rights San Juan islands (CRSJI) requested the County again 
review the vision, “in light of the impacts of Covid-19 and what has been revealed in the past 5 months 
(Attachment C).”  CRSJI submitted a letter with proposed amendments to the vision in an email dated 
September 17, 2020 (Attachment C).  The request to open the vision for further amendment was made to 
the Planning Commission at their meetings between August and December 2020.    At their meeting on 
December 18, 2020, the Planning Commission made the following motion requesting direction in response 
to comments:  
 

“given the communication from members of the public about reconsidering the vision 
statement in light of events like Covid-19, is it the Council’s desire that we re-open 
discussion and possibly change the vision statement (Attachment A)” 

 
The brief history of the extensive 2018 vision update process below will provide additional context for 
deciding whether to re-open the vision. 
 
Public Outreach, 2018 Vision Update, and Resolution 27-2018 
 
Reexamining the vision was included in the scope of work for the Plan update, adopted in 2016 by Resolution 
21-2016.  The intent was to ensure that vision still reflects where the community wants the Plan to take the 
County.  Bearing in mind the history of public participation and the vision, the County hired consultants from 
Studio Cascades Inc. (SCI) to conduct broad-based public outreach and prepare a report of the findings with 
recommendations for possible updates. 
 
The first step SCI took was meeting for interviews with twenty-two selected stakeholders.  The interviews 
were roughly half an hour to get stakeholder input on current issues that the community may want to address 
during the update.  This input guided the formulation of the pop-up studios, mini poll, community workshops 
and online questionnaire that followed. 
 
In September and October 2017, SCI and County staff conducted three pop-up studios and three community 
workshops to gather input on the vision.  The three pop-up studios were held at grocery stores on San Juan, 
Orcas, and Lopez islands.  Staff set up a booth and discussed vision-related topics with members of the public 
as they went about their day.  The pop-up studios included a mini poll of open-ended questions to get folks 
thinking about the issues.  The mini poll gathered 212 responses.  Staff also provided information about 
participating in the community workshops that were held in the evenings after the pop-up studios.   
 
The community workshops followed up and expanded on the discussions held at the pop-up studios.  The 
workshops gathered feedback from an estimated 100+ participants.  A brief presentation on the Plan and 
vision preceded a group exercise where workshop participants provided feedback on topics related to the 
vision.  The group exercise prompted conversation among the participants and led to useful feedback on 
areas of focus for updating the vision.   
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Following the community workshops, staff and SCI conducted an online questionnaire that gathered a 
quantitative score for opinions on vision related topics.  The exercises allowed for open-ended responses for 
qualitative feedback.  The online questionnaire received 560 responses, with respondents taking an average 
of 27 minutes each to complete the questionnaire. 
 
The responses and results of the public outreach were compiled into a summary report with 
recommendations for possible updates dated December 2017.  This summary report is posted online at: 
https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/13890/San-Juan-County-Vision-2036-Update-Process  
 
In January 2018, the County Council and Planning Commission were briefed on the results following the public 
outreach.  These briefings familiarized the Council and Planning Commission on the issues that came up and 
what the community wanted the County to focus on while updating the vision.  This laid the groundwork for 
the consideration of possible changes that followed in the winter and spring of 2018. 
 
After considering the results from the public outreach, the Planning Commission began to consider what 
updates to the vision might be needed. Between January and May 2018, the Planning Commission and County 
Council contemplated possible amendments to the vision, arriving at a ‘public hearing draft’ of amendments.  
On May 18, 2018, the Planning Commission held a joint public hearing with the County Council regarding the 
draft of updates to the vision.  After receiving written public comments and testimony at the public hearing, 
the Planning Commission made a recommendation to Council for changes to the vision.  The Council then 
deliberated on the recommendation and made clarifications and revisions on June 11, 2018.  The Council 
concluded their deliberations and adopted an update to the vision with Resolution 27-2018 (Attachment B). 
 
The vision updated by Resolution 27-2018 reflected broad public outreach with input from a wide range of 
stakeholders.  The history of the Plan vision as a bottom-up community-drafted document was honored and 
expanded by the extensive opportunities for the public to provide comments throughout the update process.  
This was evidenced by public comments submitted in support for the proposed vision (see public comments 
under the ‘vision and introduction’ tab at: 
https://www.sanjuanco.com/1306/Comprehensive-Plan-Elements 
 
Much of the input from this community engagement process informed later work on the Plan update, refining 
the focus for the policy work that followed.   The vision updated by Resolution 27-2018 has guided all of the 
amendments to the Plan that have been proposed throughout the Plan update. The updated vision has been 
woven into each of the draft elements to ensure that the proposed changes to the Plan will guide the County 
to a future the community desires.  
 
Re-opening the Vision During the Plan Update 
 
The following should be considered if the vision is to be re-opened at this point in time:  
 

 Broad public outreach is necessary. Both the drafting of the initial vision in the late 1990’s and the 
process to update the vision in 2018 were successful because of the broad public outreach the County 
conducted during each process.  In order to respect the time and effort the community invested in 
the original vision and the updated version, any changes to the vision should be accompanied by a 
broad public participation effort.  The 9+ months-long process utilized during the update in 2018 was 
a significant investment of County resources both monetarily and in staff time.  The benefit of this 
investment is the community has a greater stake in the Plan because the vision reflects the diverse 
views of the participants.  If the County Council would like to re-open the vision during the Plan 
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update a similar commitment of effort and resources should be made to ensure that broad-based 
public engagement is possible.   

 
 Additional review and revision of the comprehensive plan draft documents would be required. Re-

opening the Plan vision would also necessitate additional review of draft Plan elements, the topic-
specific components of the Plan with goals and policies.  Many drafts of the Plan elements have been 
prepared based on the assumption that the vision adopted by Resolution 27-2018 was the guiding 
document for the Plan update.  Making further changes to the vision will likely necessitate additional 
work on goals and policies throughout the Plan to ensure they are consistent with any changes to 
the vision.  This review would be an additional commitment of County resources to the Plan update. 

 
 The comprehensive plan update would be further delayed. The additional public outreach and 

review of the goals and policies for consistency with any changes to the vision would have to be 
completed prior to adopting the update.   
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Adam Zack

From: Liz Lafferty <lizzilaff@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 9:29 AM
To: Comp Plan Update
Subject: Comp Plan Comments
Attachments: Comp Plan Comments .pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Commissioners,
With respect for the on-going work on the Comprehensive Plan, our group, Community Rights San Juan Islands, is reviewing the vision 
statement in light of the impacts of Covid-19 and what has been revealed in the past 5 months. Attached is a brief letter describing our 
motivations. We will be submitting our proposed changes in September. We look forward to working with you.  

Liz Lafferty 
(360) 298-2412

In a World Where You Can Be Anything. . . Be Kind!! 
"I will rally to the power of love, demonstrate for the strength of kindness, stand for the joy of community, and speak only in the language of unity." My 

Moving Forward Mantra, LizziLaff

ATTACHMENT C
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Adam Zack

From: Ande Finley <andefinley@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 3:42 PM
To: Comp Plan Update
Cc: Ande Finley; Bob Gerfy; Chom Greacen; Henning Sehmsdorf; Kim Foley; Lafferty, Liz; 

Moore Michael; Ron Metcalf; Ryan Palmateer; Scott Finley
Subject: Comp Plan Comments from Transition Lopez Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Commissioners:  
The mission of our group, Transition Lopez Island, is to support the ongoing development of a resilient, regenerative 
community for our island. To that end, we have submitted previous comments with suggestions of specific language for 
the 2036 Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement.   
 
However, now the Covid-19 Pandemic requires that we step back and rethink many long-held beliefs.  Since this update 
of the Comprehensive Plan for our county must take us to 2036, it must also reflect the new information that moving 
through these challenging times has brought to light.   
 
Community Rights San Juan Islands (CRSJI) has spearheaded a review of the guiding language of the Vision 
Statement.  Transition Lopez Island supports their efforts and will be working alongside CRSJI as they draft changes and 
rationale for these proposed suggestions. 
 
With respect and gratitude for all your thoughtful efforts so far, 
Ande Finley 
for the Transition Lopez Island Steering Committee  



1

Adam Zack

From: Kai Sanburn <kaisanburn@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 1:06 PM
To: Comp Plan Update; Dale Roundy; Steven Rubey; David Kane; 

tim.planningcomm@gmail.com; cuhlir360@gmail.com; mike@mikepickett.com
Subject: CP Vision Statement Comments, CRSJI, 9/17/20
Attachments: Letter attachment.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
September 17, 2020 
 
Hello Planning Commissioners, 
 
We started this conversation in August referencing changes brought to light by the pandemic. In a follow-up email, we 
acknowledged civil tensions here in our community. Today, we’re a week into the smokey haze of devastating fires 
burning up and down the West Coast and only the most committed climate deniers fail to recognize the signals these 
fires are sending.  
 
These are rapidly changing times that call on us to advance a bold vision to guide planning decisions and processes into 
the future that is unfolding before us.  
 
Please consider a sample of the language we propose for the vision statement and to be reflected in the Comprehensive 
Plan (attached below). The essence of these changes expresses our understanding that we are dependent on the 
wellbeing of the natural world and, as such, are responsible to consider and defend the health and wellbeing of that 
world in all decisions we make. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful dedication to this work, 
 
Kai Sanburn 
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Chom Greacen 
Liz Lafferty 
Julienne Battalia 
 
Community Rights San Juan Islands 
 
 
 



Submitted by Community Rights San Juan Islands, September 17, 2020 
Rationale and proposed edits to the Vision Statement of the Comprehensive Plan  
 
Rationale: 
Covid-19’s enforced pause has revealed what we value and exposed our vulnerabilities. We 
have witnessed our interdependence, as our communities have rallied to provide support where 
it is needed. We have understood, perhaps more than ever, the good fortune of living in this 
place that nurtures us so well. We now recognize that we have obligations in this reciprocal 
relationship.  
 
The Comprehensive Plan and its Vision Statement must reflect what we now know: 
 

 Natural systems are in peril. The oceans and our Salish Sea are at risk. And so are we. 
 
 

 We recognize that the health of our land and waters are essential to our wellbeing and 
security. If nature does not thrive, our communities suffer. 
 
 

 We know the relentless demands for growth are only going to accelerate and, thus, 
understand nature must be recognized as a critical stakeholder and have a seat at the 
table in all we do.   
 
 

 The health and wellbeing of our environment and our interdependence on each other 
and the natural world underlies and supports all else now and into the future. 

 
 
Proposed revision to the Vision Statement by CRSJI 
 
WE THE PEOPLE, citizensresidents of San Juan County, at home in the Salish Sea, 
understand and value that our healthy community wellbeing is dependent upon the 
health of our beautiful and bountiful natural environment, vibrant and diverse 
community, .  We acknowledge and respect the obligations we have to each other and 
to the land and sea. We understand that our freedom, independence, and desire for 
self- sufficiency,  is fundamentally tied to our interdependence, privacy, personal 
freedom, independence, and stewardship of our common resources. These rural islands 
are an extraordinary treasure: as a community bound together by these shared values, 
we declare our commitment to work towards this and our respect for each other and for 
nature.  This is the vision of the San Juan Islandswe are committed to working toward. 
 
 
COMMUNITY: We envision a community that is primarily rural, true to the land and sea 
it thrives within, made up of islands of varying character, each with its own unique 
qualities. The islands are places of peace and mutual tolerance, where people of 
differing backgrounds and beliefs respect each other'sWe understand that our dignity, 
privacy, and freedoms. We communicate effectively and openly and work together 
toward goals identified as being for  arise out of tolerance for diversity and a strongly 
held value of mutual respect. The uniqueness of each island contributes to our ability to 



work together for the common good. We foster a senseWe honor the dignity and peace 
of all, and our lives reflect the generosity of neighborliness,the land and sea on which 
we depend. We respect the rights of self-sufficiency, and community pride that has long 
been a partnature’s communities to survive and thrive, just as we respect the rights of 
our island character. each other to survive and thrive.  
 
 
BASIC HUMAN NEEDS: Our islands are places where peoplecounty, surrounded by the 
living waters of the Salish Sea, is a place where all beings are safe, day and night. The 
drinkingair is healthy and the water supply is clean, adequate, and conserved as a vital 
resource. Health care and help in time of need are accessible and affordable. Making a 
life here is not limited by lack of access to basic human needs. Local food is abundant 
and affordable. We understand that our ability to meet our basic needs, now and in the 
future, is dependent upon ecosystems that are robust and healthy.  

 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: Our islands and marine watersthe Salish Sea have 
exceptional natural beauty and healthy, diverse ecosystems that are pollution-free. The 
air is fresh and clean, the water quality is excellent, and the soil is uncontaminated. As 
careful stewards of these islands and waters, we conserve resources, preserve open 
space, and take appropriate action to assure healthy land and marine environments. 
We recognize the integral role that forests play in the stewardship of our air, soils and 
water resources. The natural environment is central to the ecological health, quality of 
life, and the economy in the islands. NativeWe assure that native plants, animals, and 
marine life of the islands are able to thrive, survive and are identified, appreciated and 
conservedregenerate their vital life cycles. 
 

LAND USE: Neighborhoods, hamlets, villages, towns, and other activity centers are 
clearly defined to conserve, the integrity of rural, agricultural, forest, mineral resource 
lands, and critical areas. These areas defineThe health of these lands defines our 
sense of place, honors our heritage, supports our wellbeing, and sense of place: 
providingprovides for commerce and community activities without losing their small 
scale and attractive island ambiance.. The unique character of our shorelines is 
protected by encouragingour commitment to uses that maintain or enhance the health 
of the shoreline environment. Through innovative land use strategies, our 
citizensresidents and institutions balance and protect the rights of private property 
rights,, the public rights, and our natural environment. , now and into the future.  
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Adam Zack

From: Kat Steele <kat.steele@orcasong.farm>
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:22 PM
To: Christine Minney
Cc: Comp Plan Update
Subject: OrcaSong Institute Letter of Support to Christine Minney for Rights of the Salish Sea 

Initiative
Attachments: Council Member Letter of Support for Rights of Salish Sea - CMinney.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Council Member Christine, 
 
The OrcaSong Institute is a non-profit educational organization located on Orcas Island that cultivates leadership in eco-
social change movements. We offer programs and support projects that proactively address the climate crisis and 
promote the emerging Next Economy.   
 
Congratulations on your election to County Council!  I'm excited to meet you and work together for positive change. For 
now we are glad to be able to offer our voice of support to the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative. Please find our letter of 
support attached. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kat Steele 
 

 

 
--  
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the  
Internet.

 
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
  
Kat Steele 
Director OrcaSong Institute 
  
510.459.6784 
  
280 Dolphin Bay Road 
Eastsound, WA  98245 
OrcaSong:  Farm | Institute | 



 

January 15, 2021 
 
San Juan County Council  
55 Second Street,  
Friday Harbor, WA, 98250 

To Council Member Christine Minney, 
 
We are writing to express our support for the work of Community Rights San Juan Islands, and their 
pursuit in rewriting the vision statement in the SJC Comprehensive Plan. The organization has shown 
dedication in working with the San Juan County Council to encourage important changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan through promoting the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative. Grown out of the global 
Rights of Nature movement, the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative rightly seeks to impart the significance 
of our communal relationship to our local natural environment by having this reflected within the guiding 
language used in our local community policy.  

OrcaSong Institute understands the ethical importance and ecological necessity the Rights of Nature 
movement fosters, and enthusiastically supports the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative happening here in 
the San Juans. This important shift away from treating nature merely as property, and instead seeing our 
natural environment an integral part of ourselves is needed more now than ever. This past year has 
demonstrated innumerable inflictions across the planet due to economic and environmental 
vulnerabilities, and although we are very fortunate to call the Islands home, we are not immune from 
such afflictions.  

It is in the heart of our organization’s mission to support the development of innovative approaches that 
foster protections for our local environment and community. Standing aside Community Rights San Juan 
Islands we agree that going forward post-COVID we need to consider the foundations we’re laying as a 
community with the hopes of thriving in this changing world. We ask that you too will consider the value 
in re-envisioning our future here, and move forward to open up the Comprehensive Plan Vision 
Statement to be rewritten. Further, we want to extend gratitude for all of your work and community 
support. Please feel free to reach out with any questions.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kat Steele 
Director, Orcasong Institute  
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Adam Zack

From: Kat Steele <kat.steele@orcasong.farm>
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:27 PM
To: Cindy Wolf
Cc: Comp Plan Update
Subject: OrcaSong Institute Letter of Support to Cindy Wolf for Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative 

Inbox
Attachments: Council Member Letter of Support for Rights of Salish Sea - CWolf.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Council Member Cindy, 
 
The OrcaSong Institute is a non-profit educational organization located on Orcas Island that cultivates leadership in eco-
social change movements. We offer programs and support projects that proactively address the climate crisis and 
promote the emerging Next Economy.   
 
Congratulations on your election to County Council!  I'm excited to get to work together for positive change. For now we 
are glad to be able to offer our voice of support to the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative. Please find our letter of support 
attached. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kat Steele 
 
 
--  
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the  
Internet.

 
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
  
Kat Steele 
Director OrcaSong Institute 
  
510.459.6784 
  
280 Dolphin Bay Road 
Eastsound, WA  98245 
OrcaSong:  Farm | Institute  



 

January 15, 2021 
 
San Juan County Council  
55 Second Street,  
Friday Harbor, WA, 98250 

To Council Member Cindy Wolf, 
 
We are writing to express our support for the work of Community Rights San Juan Islands, and their 
pursuit in rewriting the vision statement in the SJC Comprehensive Plan. The organization has shown 
dedication in working with the San Juan County Council to encourage important changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan through promoting the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative. Grown out of the global 
Rights of Nature movement, the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative rightly seeks to impart the significance 
of our communal relationship to our local natural environment by having this reflected within the guiding 
language used in our local community policy.  

OrcaSong Institute understands the ethical importance and ecological necessity the Rights of Nature 
movement fosters, and enthusiastically supports the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative happening here in 
the San Juans. This important shift away from treating nature merely as property, and instead seeing our 
natural environment an integral part of ourselves is needed more now than ever. This past year has 
demonstrated innumerable inflictions across the planet due to economic and environmental 
vulnerabilities, and although we are very fortunate to call the Islands home, we are not immune from 
such afflictions.  

It is in the heart of our organization’s mission to support the development of innovative approaches that 
foster protections for our local environment and community. Standing aside Community Rights San Juan 
Islands we agree that going forward post-COVID we need to consider the foundations we’re laying as a 
community with the hopes of thriving in this changing world. We ask that you too will consider the value 
in re-envisioning our future here, and move forward to open up the Comprehensive Plan Vision 
Statement to be rewritten. Further, we want to extend gratitude for all of your work and community 
support. Please feel free to reach out with any questions.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kat Steele 
Director, Orcasong Institute  
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Adam Zack

From: Kat Steele <kat.steele@orcasong.farm>
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:32 PM
To: Jamie Stephens
Cc: Comp Plan Update
Subject: OrcaSong Institute Letter of Support to Jamie Stephens for Rights of the Salish Sea 

Initiative
Attachments: Council Member Letter of Support for Rights of Salish Sea - JStephens.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear Council Member Jamie, 
 
The OrcaSong Institute is a non-profit educational organization located on Orcas Island that cultivates 
leadership in eco-social change movements. We offer programs and support projects that proactively 
address the climate crisis and promote the emerging Next Economy.   
 
I'm excited to get to work together for positive change. For now we are glad to be able to offer our 
voice of support to the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative. Please find our letter of support attached. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kat Steele 
 
 
-- 
 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the  
Internet.

 
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
  
Kat Steele 
Director OrcaSong Institute 
  
510.459.6784 
  
280 Dolphin Bay Road 
Eastsound, WA  98245 
OrcaSong:  Farm | Institute  
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January 15, 2021 
 
San Juan County Council  
55 Second Street,  
Friday Harbor, WA, 98250 

To Council Member Jamie Stephens, 
 
We are writing to express our support for the work of Community Rights San Juan Islands, and their 
pursuit in rewriting the vision statement in the SJC Comprehensive Plan. The organization has shown 
dedication in working with the San Juan County Council to encourage important changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan through promoting the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative. Grown out of the global 
Rights of Nature movement, the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative rightly seeks to impart the significance 
of our communal relationship to our local natural environment by having this reflected within the guiding 
language used in our local community policy.  

OrcaSong Institute understands the ethical importance and ecological necessity the Rights of Nature 
movement fosters, and enthusiastically supports the Rights of the Salish Sea Initiative happening here in 
the San Juans. This important shift away from treating nature merely as property, and instead seeing our 
natural environment an integral part of ourselves is needed more now than ever. This past year has 
demonstrated innumerable inflictions across the planet due to economic and environmental 
vulnerabilities, and although we are very fortunate to call the Islands home, we are not immune from 
such afflictions.  

It is in the heart of our organization’s mission to support the development of innovative approaches that 
foster protections for our local environment and community. Standing aside Community Rights San Juan 
Islands we agree that going forward post-COVID we need to consider the foundations we’re laying as a 
community with the hopes of thriving in this changing world. We ask that you too will consider the value 
in re-envisioning our future here, and move forward to open up the Comprehensive Plan Vision 
Statement to be rewritten. Further, we want to extend gratitude for all of your work and community 
support. Please feel free to reach out with any questions.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kat Steele 
Director, Orcasong Institute  
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Adam Zack

From: R. Brent Lyles <brent@sanjuans.org>
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 2:44 PM
To: Comp Plan Update
Subject: Comments on reopening the Vision Statement
Attachments: Reopening the Vision Statement - Comments from Friends of the San Juans - 

26jan2021.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Dear San Juan County CD staff, Planning Commissioners, and members of the County Council, 
 
Please find attached a comment letter supporting the Planning Commission's request to reopen the Vision Statement for 
additional public comment and consideration.  
 
Thanks so much for considering these comments, and please feel free to call me if this file fails to transmit faithfully. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Brent 
  
o o o o o o o o o o o o o  
  
R. Brent Lyles (he/him) | Executive Director | Friends of the San Juans 
PO Box 1344 | Friday Harbor, WA 98250 | Direct: 360-378-2324, Cell: 512-773-9789 
www.sanjuans.org | donate | facebook | e-news 

 This sender might be impersonating a domain that's associated with your organization. Learn why this could be a risk Feedback 



Friends of the San Juans – Natural Resource Lands and Climate Resiliency Page 1 of 1  

 

 

 
 
To:  San Juan County Community Development Staff, Planning Commissioners, and Council 

Members  
From:  R. Brent Lyles, Executive Director 
Date:  26 January 2021  
Subject:  Comments on the Planning Commission's request to reopen the Vision Statement for 

additional public comment and consideration. 
 
Submitted via email to compplancomments@sanjuanco.com  
 
 
In the spirit of encouraging broad community participation in the Comprehensive Plan update process, 
Friends of the San Juans supports the Planning Commission's unanimous request to re-open discussion 
and possibly change the Vision Statement. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments, and if you have any questions about them, please feel free 
to contact me via email at brent@sanjuans.org. 

mailto:compplancomments@sanjuanco.com
mailto:brent@sanjuans.org
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