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From: joe symons <joesymons@me.com>Sent: Saturday, June 23, 2018 4:20 PMTo: Timothy P. Blanchard; Comp Plan Update; DL - CouncilCc: fred klein; Natalie Menacho; Keara Axelrod; Sam Dillingham; Margie Doyle; Stephanie BuffumSubject: We Should Never Have Called It Earth | The On Being Project

(this is the 2nd send of this email; the first had a pdf file that was too large. It has been removed) 
 
 Sorry for the duplicate. 
 
 Joe 
 
 ------ 
 
  
 To be a climate scientist is to be an active participant in a slow-motion horror story. These are scary 
tales to tell children around the campfire. We are the perfect, willfully naïve victims: We were 
warned, and we did it anyway. Dark fairytales, of course, are as old as human history, and we tell 
them for a reason. But here, the culprit is the teller, both victim and villain. 
 
from: 

https://onbeing.org/blog/kate-marvel-we-should-never-have-called-it-earth 
 
 
It would be really swell, and smart, to see San Juan County step out of its “keep on truckin’ “ mindset and 
prepare wisely for a future consistent with the vision statement and climate disruption reality.  
 
Both of these forces (the vision statement and climate disruption) beg for a significant alteration of course, one 
that recognizes we must live within our limits.  
 
The job before you is to proactively figure out what those limits are, build in a buffer in case you didn’t figure 
right, and build a path from where we are to where we will stop when we’ve hit the buffer line. We cannot rely 
on the market to do this. Exhibit A here is the full portrait of the story included in this email (the link), which is 
a mass extinction event created by humans.  
 
At a minimum, citizens in San Juan County should be given the opportunity to see what the current future (as 
determined by the market running to buildout) is. They should be given a chance to weigh in on whether this 
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meets the new standard that the 21st century requires of us, a standard of living within, and respecting, the 
ecosystem that keeps us alive. 
 
I invite you to read the entire article, written by a climate scientist and, as well, a mother, thinking about her 
young son. 
 
The opportunity is here, now, to imagine where we are going and to imagine whether that is where, and how, 
we want to get there. Right now there is no imagination. That is unworthy of all of us. 
 
Joe Symons 
Olga, WA 
KeepSanJuansWild.org 
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carpe diem 
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