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“The purpose of the Eastsound Planning Review Committee is to advise the planning department, the planning commission and the County Council on land use and development matters affecting Eastsound.”
EASTSOUND PLANNING AND REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
Orcas Island Senior Center Multipurpose Room
May 4, 2023
3:00 pm

The meeting was held in person at the Orcas Island Senior Center Muti-purpose Room and online through Teams and recorded through the SJC website.

Meeting was called to order by Charles Toxey, Chair at 3:00pm.
 
Committee Members present at the Senior Center were Leith Templin, Scott Lancaster, Brian Wiese, Dan Vekved, and Charles Toxey.  Byrnna Gregg was absent. Cindy Wolf, SJCC liaison by Teams, David Williams, SJC Public Works Director in person, as well as community members in person and online.  Jason Bradshaw’s committee appointment is pending. 

Approval of Agenda – Cindy had to travel from another engagement, preventing her from being here at 3pm and planned to give her update later in the meeting.  Brian suggested that we highlight follow-up items from previous meeting in future meetings. Agenda approved.

Approval of Minutes – Leith moved to accept minutes as written. Dan seconded.  Motion carried. Both April meeting’s minutes approved.

Public Comment – none – Had expected Gulliver Rankin to give a public comment.

David Williams’s Update – David shared a presentation he gave to County Council earlier in the week on permitting backlog. They are having a problem with their permit tracking system, Smartgov, issuing multiple permits apps for one request.  Permit requests are going up – on track to process twice as many as last year with only one new staff member.  Interesting statistics – 56% of parcels in the County are encumbered by critical areas in some way.  Also, there are 48 different code systems the County is required to follow and match permit requests against.  Charles asked about lead times for Land use permits and updates on Tree law.  Dave said land use permits follow very different paths.  So, unlike building permits, land use lead times are not easily trackable for lead time.  Dave says tree law is very, very complicated and has ancillary requirements for reforestation planting.  His team is working on a flow chart and will share that with us in a couple of months. EPRC is interested in understanding if and how particular trees in Eastsound could be protected legally.  Dave will help us with that. Dan asked how and when the CAO, Critical Areas Ordinance will be updated.  Dave has sent out an RFP for a consultant to help them with the rewrite.  Dave says the Eastsound Parking committee will have to wait until the CAO is rewrite is complete.  Leith asks if the $50K earmarked from the LTAC grant must be used by the end of the year.  Dave says yes.  

Continuation of Public Comment – Gulliver Rankin asks if David separated out remodels/buildings vs. mechanical or solar permits. Dave says 20% of permits are residential development which take longer b/c of the various critical area reviews involved.  Mechanical permits can be processed more quickly – “low hanging fruit”.  Gulliver asks for a published Eastsound streetscape plan for curb, gutter and sidewalk design and elevations.  He also suggests EPRC put checking the streetscape on the permit checklist.  Dave responded that DCD is a governmental body, not a design body prohibited from doing design work, and any improvements in the public right of way must have a civil engineering stamp for insurance and liability reasons.  The County cannot accept improvements that are not approved by a civil engineer.  

Gulliver said it seemed that the demand for curb, gutter and sidewalk on his client’s project was presented at the last minute and is now a roadblock preventing them from building the house. He asked if the building permit could go forward before the sidewalk, curb and gutter design is approved?  David says that those two are not able to be decoupled by DCD and that approval of the streetscape improvements is driven by Public Works.

David refers Gulliver to Public Works for details about the School Road traffic flow redesign and to ask whether the building permit can.  Leith commented that we, EPRC, has been trying to get a proscribed streetscape for every street in Village Commercial ad VRI.  Charles to ask Colin if a specific School Road standard exists.  Leith and Dan referred Gulliver to 18.30 Letter E for development standards in the subarea plan.

Presentation by Eastsound Water Users Association General Manager Dan Burke

Dan said he arrived and heard long term service employees were retiring out without new employees hiring in.  They solved problems of employee acquisition and retention by selling some of the land the district owned in order to build employee housing and creating a great place to work.  A new well across from the medical center on Mount Baker Road is being developed and will be online in 2024.  It will effectively double the amount of water available to Eastsound which was already more than enough for our forecasted needs – end result is we will have 4 times what we use today.
Adopted management of Olga and Doe Bay water systems at no cost to Eastsound water users and allows EWUA to make more revenue.  Using real time wifi communicating sensors in the wells to determine contaminants, including salinity and water levels.  They only see water levels increasing since they’ve been in service for the last 18 months. Would you still need to tap Purdue lake?  Redundancy is good.  They would keep the lake system, but by having more wells than are needed, they can take the lake water treatment facility offline for maintenance without affecting water availability.  They also have to make sure not to store water too long because of changes in freshness and chemical changes the longer it sits.  They are going to abandon one smaller well which is too close to the shoreline due to salinity.  The Department of Ecology determines whether or not a private well can be built outside of the Eastsound service area.  EWUA reviews requests for wells to be installed within their service area, but generally new wells are not allowed.  




Council Update with Cindy Wolf

San Juan County will be putting its salmon recovery funds on protecting near shore waters to protect feeder fish/sand lance.  Cindy will talk to Environmental Stewardship Committee who is working on the County Tourism Master Plan who is shepherding that plan which will include signage.  There is a new 1/10th of 1% sales tax for the arts the state legislature has authorized counties to access if they chose to.  The County Arts Commission will decide if the want and if so how that money is used.  1/10th of one percent generates 600 to 800 thousand dollars per year.

Permit Review

BUILDG-21-0181/2/3 Pine Street Cottages – 

The new driveway design creates hammerhead turnaround design in driveway which is a vast improvement.   

Roof Pitch - These units have roof pitches of 4:12.  As stated previously, the Eastsound Design Standards call for a minimum roof pitch of 6:12 except for single-family residences.  Three units on one parcel is not a single-family residence.  EPRC disagrees with allowing multiple units on a parcel to be exempted from the Eastsound Design Standards.  If this applicant wants to divide these into 3 parcels, that would meet the letter of the code.  But, otherwise, these should comply with the 6:12 minimum requirements.  

Parking – 5 spaces are required.  It has always been EPRC’s preference to have all required parking on the parcel to free up street parking for the public.  It appears that there is plenty of room for all five spaces on this parcel.  However, if DCD determines that it is appropriate to allow non-exclusive parking on the street for 2 of the 5 required spaces, please make sure the non-exclusivity of those two spaces is clearly stated on the deed and in the permit and occupancy documents.

Exterior Lighting – Please have it recorded that to meet Eastsound Subarea Plan code, exterior lighting on this parcel(s) shall be downward facing so that light does not shine beyond the boundaries of the parcel.  Absence of documentation has resulted in non-compliant lighting to be installed and difficulty enforcing compliance after occupancy has been issued.


BUILD-22-0600 Timmins SFR

Exterior Lighting – Please have it recorded that to meet Eastsound Subarea Plan code, exterior lighting on this parcel(s) shall be downward facing so that light does not shine beyond the boundaries of the parcel.  Absence of documentation has resulted in non-compliant lighting to be installed and difficulty enforcing compliance after occupancy has been issued.

Continued Review of Eastsound Subarea Plan Goals and Policies Document
	Agreed on future trails and roads to send to Colin Huntemer for his okay before suggesting these new maps to replace the out-of-date map currently in the subarea plan.  Dan suggested adding a path to the Fern Street Parcel between North Beach Road and Prune Alley. 
Dave suggests that we send him and Sophia a copy of the revised version of the Eastsound Subarea Plan for review.  Discussed how, when and where to engage Staff and the public on proposed edits to the document and, how to review the regulations with staff. 
Dave suggested that we could wait to update the subarea plan until next year when the new comp plan is worked on.  Brian pointed out that Eastsound Village Commercial is losing land to single family homes at an alarming rate and that we can’t wait to implement some of the changes to the subarea plan that would prevent that from happening going forward.  Cindy said we have to wait until the department is ready for updates to the subarea plan.  Charles stated that EPRC has been asked to postpone the update for years and specifically told to wait for the 2023 comp plan to be completed before updating the 2015 subarea plan which is now woefully out of date.  EPRC has the right and obligation to update the Eastsound Subarea Plan, and that we will pursue it now.  David stated that the State’s 10 new pieces of legislation make is so that two ADUs are allowed for every dwelling unit and that how that would affect the County will have to be determined in next year’s comp plan.  We discussed whether or not to include specific density increases in the Goals and Policies document.  


Ongoing Issues EPRC needs movement on from the Department of Community Development to proceed:

· Eastsound Parking Committee, Consultancy, and actionable plan
· Eastsound Subarea Plan update proposed by EPRC
· Work with Public Works/DCD on plan for funding Eastsound Path project of public lands and public rights of way
· Work with DCD/staff on regulations for tailers and metal shipping containers regulations

Announcements, Updates

There will be a County Council Meeting held on Tuesday, June 13th at the Orcas Center in the Madrona Room at 5:00pm to 7:30pm.  Please let Cindy Wolf know if you have suggestions for agenda topics.  

NEXT REGULAR MEETING June 1, 2023, at the Orcas Senior Center Multipurpose Room

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:36pm

Respectfully submitted,

Charles Toxey, Chair
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