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“The purpose of the Eastsound Planning Review Committee is to advise the planning department, the planning commission and the County Council on land use and development matters affecting Eastsound.”
EASTSOUND PLANNING AND REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
April 6, 2023
3:00 pm

The meeting was held in person at the Orcas Island Senior Center Muti-purpose Room and online through Teams and recorded through the SJC website.

Meeting was called to order by, Charles Toxey, Chair at 3pm.
 
Committee Members present at the Senior Center were Leith Templin, Brian Wiese, Charles Toxey and Dan Vekved were present in person. Scott Lancaster joined via Teams. Byrnna Gregg was absent.  Cindy Wolf, SJCC liaison and David Williams, SJC Public Works Director, and Brook Sullivan, DCD Planner Level III were present as well as other community members in person and online.

We bid a fond farewell to Terry Gillespie who resigned from the committee with many thanks for his service, expertise and good humor.

Approval of Agenda 
David Williams needed to leave the meeting at 4:30pm – He suggested not putting time stamps after the start time of the meeting in the future so that items, especially permits, can be discussed without having to adhere to specific timelines.  No agenda changes.

Public Comment 
Margaret Payne stated that it was not okay for Doe Bay Wine Company, Roots, and others to put their sandwich signs on the sidewalk in town.  She has discussed this with the owners/employees of those stores, asking them to have the signs just inside between the sidewalk and the store but not on the sidewalk.  This has not resolved the issue. David Williams said he would contact the stores and would notify Public Works who would enforce the rules of the public right of way. For the public’s information, the following link is to a form for code enforcement. https://www.sanjuanco.com/FormCenter/Community-Development-6/Request-for-Code-Enforcement-73 

Council Update with Cindy Wolf
Cindy spent two days in meetings with Feds and State groups on getting support for marine infrastructure needs & issues, sea level rise and climate resilience. The County is pursuing a shift toward greater sustainability in their operations coordinating the efforts of Environmental Stewardship, Public Works and Fleet Management.  Administration moved into the new Beaverton Valley Building.  The old concrete block building that Admin and other departments had been using were considered unsafe in a 6.0 seismic event.  The County will be pursuing a 30-year bond to build a new building.  Funds previously set aside in the general fund and state historical courthouse grants would be used to retrofit the old courthouse. 
Cindy shared that the 2018 FEMA floodmaps show the north half of the airport runway under water which will require major work to counter.  Brook shared that the Port of Orcas’s freshwater wetland mitigation on the west side of the airport has already been inundated with salt water.

Cindy responded to Brian’s question about whether County has the ability to grind up seaweed that piles up on beaches and smells bad.  Cindy thinks that the Environmental Stewardship office would say that the seaweed should stay where it is, but she will ask.

Charles shared EPRC’s desire to protect Crescent Beach Road as a landmark and asked Cindy what options are for either protecting part of the road and or elevating a portion of it so that there could be tidal flow underneath the road. Cindy said the County should receive coastal flooding data in a report by the end of June.  The County will be coming to the public with a plan for ways to deal with the 13 miles of public road that are eroding due to sea level rise. She said we will have to ask some hard questions like ‘do we want a food web, or do we want roads?’ ‘Do we want to try to find a billion dollars to build a causeway, or do we want to drive around by the airport?’ “That’s a conversation that the community’s got to have and make some decisions.”  Charles shared some of the history of discussion of abandoning the road, the different parties for and against, and the concerns about reducing access from 2 roads down to 1 road between the two halves of the island and the extra pollution and fuel costs that driving around Mt. Baker Road to Terrill Beach Road would create. Leith stated that there are very few places on Orcas to be able to drive and see the water.  She said this was a special place and the only place for those living on the east side of the island where those who can’t afford to live on the water can drive and enjoy the waterfront.

Trails Committee – follow up with Margaret Payne re: Cindy’s question about who on Orcas might form a citizen’s Orcas Island Trails Committee.  Margaret spoke and recited the history of past engagement with Colin Huntemer about a former “Orcas Pathways Committee” which is no longer active.  Margaret is interested in exploring ways to find interested people and leader, and in engaging with the San Juan Island and Lopez Island trails committees.  Brian will help Margaret in finding these interested people and connecting her with the San Juan and Lopez groups.  They are interested in both roadside and cross-country trails. Brian shared that the Land Bank is working on a trail connecting Coffelt Farm with Turtleback Mountain.

Colin Huntemer – County engineer with the Public Works Department, presented project design concept to improve traffic and safety at Orcas Island Schools drop-off and pick-up areas, bus logistics, etc.  EPRC was very pleased with this solution and considered it a huge improvement over the previous solution suggested at a previous EPRC meeting a couple of years ago, especially that School Road would continue to be a two way street from North Beach to Pine and that Pine would continue to be a two way street. The proposal does call for making Madrona a one-way street for it’s northernmost block.

How can EPRC help Public Works get funding for Eastsound Trails? Public Works has staffing issues which might make getting a funded project built difficult.  

Colin suggests EPRC start with a paper map and a felt tip marker and submit to Colin to see if Public Works agrees with our priorities, including punching Bartel east to Terrell Beach Road or south to Mt. Baker.  Colin has studies for A Street going through to the north or ending in a roundabout that will share with us.  We will discuss EPRC’s vision for the Eastsound Subarea Goals document’s future trail and road map at next month’s meeting and send that to Colin Huntemer to be sure we and Public Works is in synch. 

North Beach road end – Community members living near the North Beach Road end ask if friendly signage could be put there to direct beach users to take better care of the beach and the neighborhood, to ensure guests park only where there are parking spots, not litter, not have fires on the beach, etc.  Colin shared what signage is available.  Andrea Cohen shared that she hoped the Environmental Stewardship department or some other group could work on some signage.  Brian and Leath suggested calling the Sheriff’s department.  Andrea shared that the one small rusting sign stating no overnight camping is obscured from view if someone is parked in front of it.  Colin would like to get direction from Council before adding any new signage.  Andrea is a graphic designer and volunteers to help design some signage.  Cindy will address with Council and Mike what signs are needed and where and pursuing boater education.

Jason Bradshaw - General Manager of the Eastsound Water and Sewer District gave us an update on the organization, history, upgrades, current expansion projects, and possible future recycled water “purple pipe” systems. The current system produces at least 80,000 gallons of treated water per day.  The new system will not use chlorine injection.  It will use UV light to treat the water.

One criteria of whether or not an area is considered “rural” is predicated on whether or not the parcel is served by a sewer.  The newly OPAL-acquired Bartel properties would be able to and required to connect to ESWD if annexed into the UGA.  However, conceivably, development could be connected to ESWD even without being included in the UGA.

Leith volunteered to help get potential customers on board with a purple pipe project.  EPRC would be happy to write a letter in support of that project.

Public Comment – Artha Cass asked about getting renter payment relief for sewer fees. Jason will get in touch with her.

Eastsound Subarea Goals Document review – There was not enough time in the meeting to review the goals document.  So, we set a date of Friday April 14, 2023 at 4pm at OPALCO meeting room.

Permit Review

BUILD-23-0043 – no comments
LANDUSE-23-0011 – no comments 

Announcements – Meeting with Lisa Byers on Thursday April 13th at 12:15pm to discuss trees that have died between North Beach Road and the path at April’s Grove.  Anyone interested in this treed area is welcome to join us. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:17pm
Respectfully submitted,

Charles Toxey, Chair
Check the EPRC page on Sanjuanco.com for regular and special meetings. 
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