  [image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
“The purpose of the Eastsound Planning Review Committee is to advise the planning department, the planning commission and the County Council on land use and development matters affecting Eastsound”
EASTSOUND PLANNING AND REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
Orcas Island Senior Center Multipurpose Room
March 2, 2023
3:00 pm

The meeting was held in person at the Orcas Island Senior Center Muti-purpose Room and online through Teams and recorded through the SJC website.

Meeting was called to order by Charles Toxey, Chair at 3:01pm.  

We welcomed new member, Dan Vekved.
 
Committee Members present at the Senior Center were Charles Toxey, Leith Templin, Brian Weise, Terry Gillespie, Scott Lancaster, and Dan Vekved.  Byrnna Gregg was absent.  

Cindy Wolf, SJCC liaison joined remotely after ferry delays and cancellations prevented her from joining in person.  David Williams, SJC Public Works Director attended in person as well as community members in person and online.

Approval of Agenda 
Cindy had an after meeting in Friday Harbor regarding the Aleutian Isle fuel spill response – Her update was moved to later in the agenda.

Chair Report
A new email address, eprccomments@sanjuanco.com has been created for the public to use for comments about the subarea plan documents.  David Williams and his team will monitor it and send us the comments periodically.

This email address should be used for all comments the public has about the Eastsound Subarea Plan.  Soon there will be a short statement telling the public that we are reviewing the subarea goals, regulations and map for updates, and directing them to attend EPRC meetings and/or send comments 
about proposed changes to this sanjuanco.com address.

Subarea Plan Goals and Vision

We discussed the 2017 Eastsound Vision Document and whether some of if it could be incorporated into the Subarea Plan.  As it written, there is problematic language in the Vision document, using “shall” and specifying the creation of economic plans and representative government which is well beyond the scope of the Subarea Plan Goals capabilities and County government design.  It was decided that we should become familiar with the vision document, but leave it as a reference documents like “A Vision for Eastsound” by Jim Jonassen and the very old previous vision document, and try to get some of its aspirational language in the goals document.  

We reviewed the Goals document an identified several proposed updates.  David said when we get to the Eastsound Regulations we should state the plan Purpose and Applicability statements echoing those stated in the subarea goals documents.  We described how these used to be one document and how the 2014/2015 EPRC had been asked to break it into two documents.  Should we combine them again if purpose and applicability should accompany the regulations?  David said no – they should remain as two docs, but that in Title 18, there can be a link to the Goals document with the comment that the Purpose and Applicability are restated “as referenced in” the Goals doc. 

As discussed in previous EPRC meetings, we added the goal for Exterior Lighting regulations to have Dark Skies and Light Trespass components.

Dan suggested we have each Utility join a future meeting and tell us about their strategic plans.  There was general agreement. Scott can give us a status on activities at the Port of Orcas.

We got to page 34 in the goals document and stopped when Cindy logged in to be able to hear her Council update and to share our recommendations for streetscapes with her.  

Council Update with Cindy Wolf

Cindy went to Washington DC and joined Senator Cantwell’s office in discussion of Commerce and Transportation matters and visited with Congressman Larson’s staff for a discussion about rising sea levels, managed retreats, relocation of coastal groves, restoration of feeder fish habitats, and emergency response towing vessels.  The San Juan County participants received a last minute invitation to put in for Earmark funds for the Orcas School Road project.  

Streetscapes

Reviewed and edited Streetscapes for Victory Hill curve and North Beach Road from School Road to Mount Baker Road. Per Cindy’s suggestion we agreed to send our streetscape plan to Colin Huntemer.

Permits

LANDUSE-23-0011: Simple Land Division
Permit Application: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27795/ 

The only comment is that the power line serving lot B is known to OPALCO have problems.  So, development of lot B may require replacing the power line there.


Public Comment
None



Announcements and Suggestions for next meeting

A public EPRC meeting to continue reviewing the subarea plan goals document will be scheduled for Tuesday, March 7th at 4pm.  Charles will make sure the agenda is posted more than 24 hours in advance.  Dan will see if the OPALCO conference room is available.

Meeting adjourned at 6:02pm

Respectfully submitted,

Charles Toxey, Chair


NEXT REGULAR MEETING April 6, 2023, at the Orcas Senior Center Multipurpose Room
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