  [image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
“The purpose of the Eastsound Planning Review Committee is to advise the planning department, the planning commission and the County Council on land use and development matters affecting Eastsound”
EASTSOUND PLANNING AND REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
Orcas Island Senior Center Multipurpose Room
January 5, 2023
3:00 pm

The meeting was held in person at the Orcas Island Senior Center Muti-purpose Room and online through Teams and recorded through the SJC website.

Meeting was called to order by Leith Templin, Chair at 3:00 pm
 
Committee Members present at the Senior Center were Leith Templin, Terry Gillespie, Scott Lancaster, Brian Wiese, Charles Toxey and Byrnna Gregg were absent, Cindy Wolf, SJCC liaison by Teams, David Williams, SJC Public Works Director in person as well as some community members in person and online.

Approval of Agenda 
Agenda was adjusted to add an additional public comment to allow a community member that is out of state to make a comment about their permit that was presented to us last month. Leith’s permit comments under her chair report will be moved to the permit section.

Council Update with Cindy Wolf

Council has been on Christmas break since December 13th
Lodging tax committee announced their award recipients. One of those awards was for an Eastsound Parking Study.   They approved $50,000 for David to hire a consultant to do a parking study.  It will cover many things including funding, code changes etc.
Council will have their annual retreat and Cindy is hoping to have a substantial discussion on  housing for this coming year.
Cindy will be chair of the council in 2023 and will set their agendas.  There will be many code updates this year and the critical area ordinance will be updated. 

David’s Addition to Cindy’s update
David added that the parking study was expanded to not only the Eastsound situation but to include the trails, electric charging stations, transportation from the ferry to Eastsound and other areas on Orcas.
Trails committee, Deer Harbor and EPRC will be included in the process.  LTAC wanted this study to include more than just parking in Eastsound. Scott encouraged that the consultants have access to the previous parking studies that have been done and Terry mentioned that he would like to speak to the consultant. David assured EPRC that we will be included.  The timeline is to be able to get a final report by the end of the year.
Critical Area ordinance- working on a path to get it updated by the end of this year.  Hopefully by July the staff will be asking us for comments on the Critical Area Ordinance.
Brooke Sullivan PHD, Planner IV, expert on Eel Grass, she will be spearheading the Critical Area Ordinance. She is also a certified arborist. She is the official Environmental Planner for the county.
Sophia Cassam, Planner II will be writing the code to incorporate the new regulations 
Jessa Madoski, Planning II is working on tree issues and shoreline
Colin Maycock, Planner IV will be backing up these planners.

Public Comment
No comments
 
Chair Report
Our annual report was submitted on time
Move the election of the chair to our February meeting.

Leith informed the committee that she had been cc’d on an email dated December 12, 2022, to David William’s from Brynna Gregg asking for a leave of absence until late Spring early Summer.  Brynna was appointed to EPRC on March 2022. She attended our meetings on March, June and September and was absent April, May, July, Aug, October, November and December. A discussion continued about excused and unexcused absences and the process for recruiting new members. There is another seat vacant and EPRC will advertise for that position.  It was noted that it has been a hard transition from zoom only meetings to the new hybrid meetings and hopefully now that we are meeting in person and our technology is working better, we will have a new member soon.

Leith introduced Dan Vekved and asked him to give a short biography of himself and why he would like to apply for the open position on EPRC.

Dan spoke for a few minutes to his background. He has lived on Orcas for 16 years. He is a civil engineer, worked for our county public works department until 2014 when he started working for OPALCO. He was on EPRC from 2016-18. He is extremely interested in the issues concerning Orcas and Eastsound.  He participated in the Visioning process for Eastsound and was on one of the committees for over a year. He was part of creating the goals and tasks for the visioning committees. 

** Leith received the following information from our SJC Prosecuting Attorney’s office after our meeting   to clarify attendance of committee members according to the code.
 SJCC 2.116.040 addresses attendance as follows:
"To be effective, all advisory bodies must have regular attendance by the members. Attendance via telephone or via video conference is allowed. When a member of an advisory body has been absent from three consecutive regular meetings, without reasonable cause, such absences and the reasons therefor shall be communicated to the County manager and the County council by the chair of the advisory body. The County council may elect to treat such absences as the member’s de facto resignation. Such resignations shall be effective upon acceptance by the County council, and the position shall then be deemed vacant. Thereafter, the County council shall notify the advisory body that a resignation based on absenteeism has been accepted.



Public Comment

Lila Richardson called in to express her frustration about the permit process with a permit that they submitted 8 months ago. She asked for more assistance for applicates and better communication from staff.

Work Plan 2023

1. Update the goal document portion of the Sub Area Plan
2. Work with DCD Director and staff to update the regulations document to the Sub Area Plan
a. David said discussions will take place at the end of the summer
b. We need to get a legislative document written for DCD with our recommendations
3. Work on a formation of a parking committee
4. Work with Public Works/DCD on plan for funding Eastsound Path project of public lands and public right of ways
5. Monitor the completion of the Prune Alley Project, landscaping, tree planting and amenities
6. Work with public works on implementation of path and tree planting on North Beach by Children’s House
7. Work with DCD/staff on potential regulations for tailers and metal shipping containers regulations
8. Assist and access Eastsound land capacity and comprehensive plan process
9. Assist and develop Eastsound residential capacity for affordable housing options through zoning review
10. North Beach Road and ES streetscapes (we need to ask Colin about direction from Council) Brian suggested that we prioritize these objectives.


David asked about how and what he can bring to us to educate the committee. Brian asked about getting memberships in the American Planning Association (APA) so the committee could get newsletters and information on planning. Terry asked about the public permit process.

Leith showed David the checklist form that the committee is using to review plans to see if he was familiar with it and see if he had any suggestions to update it.

Public Comment
No comment

Permit Review
 

Leith explained to David that in the past EPRC was receiving the permits before they were assigned to the planner for review. Apparently, that must not be happening because we received an email from a planner about questions on a permit we discussed last month where we had pointed out something that was missed in their review and now it has caused a delay for the applicate. 
Brian commented that, the EPRC receives building plans, not land-use permits, information pertinent to our review is often missing location map, zoning district, lot size and access.  David agreed, and said he is working to unify land use and building permits into a single application.

BUILD-22-0682 – New SFR
Application: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27464/ 
Site Plan & Profile: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27465/ 
 
BUILD-22-0684 - Garage
Application: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27466/ 
Site Plan & Profile: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27467/ 
 
BUILD-22-0678 - Garage
Application: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27469/ 
Site Plan & Profile: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27471/ 
 
BUILD-22-0637 – Manufactured SFR
Application: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27469/ 
Site Plan & Profile: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27468/ 

LANDUSE-22-0220 – Signage
Application and drawings: https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27475/







Comments

 BUID 22-0682-New SFR and BUILD-22-0684 – Garage------No Comment
 
 BUILD-22-0637 – Manufactured SFR and BUILD-22-0678 – Garage

Comments-The site plan drawing is incomplete. There is no indication of parking or access. No driveway shown. Also, no placement of new house.

                LANDUSE-22-0220 – Signage –

First sign on the East side
Sign is 8 square feet. 22 inches from the building, 16” across and 73” tall.
Lit from a spot shining up from the landscaping at an angle. Question was asked to make sure the light did not trespass to the sky.  John said the light bulbs are bird and environmentally friendly. John was not sure if they were dark skies approved but David said they were.
Second sign on the South Side (Main Street)
Length of sign is within regulation for the width of the building.  David does not consider the hummingbirds as part of the sign. He considers them architectural embellishments. He takes the simplest geometric form around the text as the sign. It will also back lit from a fixture in the landscaping. Assured that the lights will not spill upward passed the building to the sky.

				


Send a recommendation letter to council for Dan Vekved appointment to EPRC


Agenda Items for Next Month Meeting
	Let us look at the work plan, prioritize the list, and make a timeline

Meeting adjourned at 5:18 

Respectfully submitted,

Leith Templin, Chair


NEXT REGULAR MEETING February 2, 2023, at the Orcas Senior Center Multipurpose Room
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